Resource 2.1: Quotes about Magna Carta

“Foundation of liberty (freedom)” a website celebrating this document, 2015

“A remarkable document for its time… a document of outstanding importance” Lord Justice Woolf, from a speech given in 2011
“without equal in human history” a British government minister writing in 1939

“one of the most notable (remarkable) days in the history of the world.” Anthony Eden, British Prime Minister, about the day the document was created, writing in 1957 

“The first great public act of the nation’” William Stubbs, Bishop of Oxford between 1866-1884

“A great document in our history…” British Prime Minister David Cameron, speaking in 2014

“A symbol of the struggle against tyranny (cruelty)” Journalist Danny Danziger and historian John Gillingham, writing in 2003
Resource 2.2: Lyrics of ‘Phoney King of England’ from Disney’s Robin Hood

Oh, the world will sing of an English king a thousand years from now 

And not because he passed some laws or had that lofty brow

While bonny good King Richard leads the great crusade he's on 

We'll all have to slave away for that good-for-nothin' John 

Incredible as he is inept

Whenever the history books are kept 

They'll call him the phoney king of England 

A pox on that phoney king of England

He sits alone on the giant throne pretendin' he's the king 

A little tyke who's rather like a puppet on a string

And he throws an angry tantrum if he cannot have his way 

And then he calls for Mom while he's suckin' his thumb. 

You see, he doesn't wanna play.

Too late to be known as John the First

He's sure to be known as John the Worst

A pox on that phoney king of England

While he taxes us to pieces and he robs us of our bread 

King Richard's crown keeps slippin' down around that pointed head

Ah, but while there is a merry man in Robin's wily pack

We'll find a way to make him pay and steal our money back

A minute before he knows we're there

Old Rob'll snatch his underwear.

The breezy and uneasy king of England

The snivelin', grovelin'

Measly, weaselly

Blabberin', jabberin'

Jibberin', jabberin'

Plunderin', plottin'

Wheelin', dealin'

Prince John That phoney king of England

Yeah

	Resource 2.3 Decision Making Game 
	
	
	
	

	The problem
	Do you:
	My decision
	John’s decision
	Was John’s decision a good decision? (Did it make John look strong or weak? Did it keep the barons onside or upset them? Did it strengthen or weaken John’s empire? Did it make John look trustworthy or untrustworthy?)

	 It is 1199. Your brother King Richard has died. Arthur - your 12-year-old nephew – says he should be king. He is supported by most of the barons in France, and by the king of France. You are supported by the barons in Normandy and England.  
	a) Agree to share the empire with Arthur
b) Have yourself crowned king and then meet Arthur to discuss an agreement

c) Have yourself crowned king and then go to war against Arthur and France
	
	
	

	1204. You have lost the war against France. The French king has conquered most of your lands in France. Worst of all, you have lost Normandy. What will you do about this?
	a) Accept this defeat and give up hope of having an empire like your brother and father
b) Discuss the problem with your barons and accept their suggestions

c) Plan to win the lands back – whether the barons support you or not
	
	
	

	You need money to pay soldiers to fight for you. How do you raise money?
	a) Ask the barons about how much tax they will pay
b) Double the amount of tax paid by landowners when they inherit land

c) Make the tax paid when land is inherited ten times what it used to be – or even more if you can get away with it.
	
	
	

	1205. The Archbishop of Canterbury has just died. The monks at Canterbury have chosen their own archbishop. This is normally the king’s decision. You are angry. The monks appeal to the Pope. The Pope chooses a man called Stephen Langton to be Archbishop. He says you must accept Langton or he will close down all the churches in England.
	a) Refuse to accept Langton. The Pope has no right to interfere in your kingdom.
b) Accept the Pope’s choice. Langton will be a good archbishop. 

c) Ask the Pope to reconsider. 
	
	
	

	1211 The Welsh are causing trouble. You decide to invade Wales. Then you hear that some of your English barons are planning to murder you.
	Order the rebellious English barons to send their sons as hostages. Tell the barons you will kill their sons if they carry on rebelling.
Abandon your plans to invade Wales. Deal with your English barons instead.
	
	
	

	1212-1214. There are still rumours of rebellions and plots among your barons.
	Agree to meet the barons to discuss the way you rule the country.
Bring in foreign advisers and soldiers to help you keep control. Give them castles and lands to keep them loyal.
	
	
	

	1212-1214. You decide to invade France to recapture the lands you lost. But the barons do not support your plans. They do not want to fight or pay higher taxes.
	Threaten the barons who won’t fight or pay taxes with very harsh punishments.
Talk to the barons to try and make an agreement with them.

Abandon your plans to invade France – it isn’t worth the risk to upset your barons.
	
	
	

	1215
You invaded France but were defeated in battle. Now the Pope is threatening to help the French king, but he suggests a peace deal if you accept his choice of Langton as Archbishop of Canterbury. 
	Agree to the deal. This will mean the churches will reopen.
Refuse the Pope’s offer. 
	
	
	

	1215 The king of France is threatening to invade England and you are worried some of your barons might help him. They want you to lower taxes, get rid of foreign advisers and soldiers. They also want you to talk to them about how to rule the kingdom.
	Do what the barons ask. What choice do you have?
Tell the barons you were chosen by God and can do whatever you want. Ignore their demands.
	
	
	


Resource 2.4: Interpretations of King John


King John definitely deserves his ‘bad’ reputation! His reign was a disaster because he made so many terrible decisions.





I strongly agree with this interpretation





I strongly agree with this interpretation





King John does not deserve his ‘bad’ reputation. His reign was a disaster, but this was because he faced so many big problems. Most were not John’s fault but came from the reigns of his father Henry II and brother Richard I.








