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JANUARY 2015 NEWSLETTER
Welcome to Magna Carta in 2015!
January – February
Highlights

January Highlights

The 2015 800th anniversary year of Magna
Carta kicks off on the 12th January with the
Magna Carta Black Tie Dinner. Over 500
guests will be packed in to hear Rt. Hon. Philip
Hammond MP, Foreign Secretary, and the Hon.
Matthew Barzun, Ambassador of the United
States of America, express their belief in the
continuing importance of Magna Carta today.
The Rt. Rev. and Rt. Hon. Richard Chartres,
Bishop of London will say grace.
February sees the historic unification of the four
existing 1215 Magna Carta at the British Library
and the first ever Global Law Summit, among
many other local, national and international
events:

• 5-8th : Melvyn Bragg investigates history of Magna
Carta on BBC Radio 4, at 9 am daily. (Shows are
available here on: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b04y6wdt/episodes/guide)
• 6th: (starting) Open lectures, 11 Caribbean
countries, via University of West Indies, part of the
Commonwealth Caribbean Magna Carta Project
• 6th: Lecture, Magna Carta, the City of London and
the Special Relationship by Sir Robert Worcester,
Guildhall Historical Association.
• 12th: The Magna Carta Guildhall Black Tie Dinner
launching 2015 Commemorations, speakers: Foreign
Secretary, American Ambassador and Bishop of
London. For more information, visit
http://magnacarta800th.com/events/guildhall-dinner/
• 14th: Lord Mayor Alan Yarrow, Anthony Arlidge QC
and former Lord Chief Justice (Igor) Judge speak at
Gresham College on Magna Carta
• 20th: Launch of the BBC’s Magna Carta 2015
coverage: ‘Democracy Day’ with Parliament
• 20th: Magna Carta-themed citizenship ceremony to
take place in Brent
• 20th: Banners will hang in Westminster Hall
to commemorate 800 years in the journey of
representation and rights
• 22nd: Members of both Houses in Parliament will meet
with the Youth Parliament
• 22nd: Leading Medievalist Professor Nigel Saul,
RHUL, will speak on Magna Carta at the Beckenham
& Bromley Historical Association

@MagnaCarta800th

Search: Magna Carta
800th Anniversary

www.vimeo.com/
magnacarta/

www.flickr.com/
photos/magna-carta/
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The Global Law Summit:
Celebrating Magna Carta
The Global Law
Summit (GLS) is a
three-day event being
held in celebration
of the 800th year
anniversary of Magna
Carta. Taking place
in London from 23rd
to 25th February,
2015, the Summit will
champion the Rule of
Law as the foundation
of the best commercial
environment for business growth and for fair societal
development, grounding the legacy and values of Magna
Carta in the increasingly globalised economy of today.
The Summit was launched by Lord Chancellor and
Secretary of State for Justice, the Rt. Hon. Chris Grayling
MP. It is founded by The City of London; The Law
Society of England and Wales; The City of London Law
Society; The Bar Council; The British Council; UK Trade
& Investment; International Bar Association; The City UK,
and the Ministry of Justice.
Centred on a mix of plenary, keynote, panel and workshop
sessions, the Summit will address four key themes:
1. Driving economic growth through the Rule of Law
2. Law at the heart of 21st Century business
3. Magna Carta principles and modern world solutions
4. Law as the foundation of a strong and prosperous
society
Speakers taking part in the three days include London
Mayor Boris Johnson, Cherie Blair QC, FT Editor Lionel
Barber, Trevor Manuel, Sir Roger Carr, The Rt. Hon.
Justine Greening MP, Professor Sir Jeffrey Jowell QC,
Sir Michael Rake, Professor Richard Susskind OBE, and
Graham Vinter. In addition, Aung San Suu Kyi will be
addressing the Summit via video.
The Summit is also a great opportunity for networking with
a chance for delegates to meet with first-class peers at
receptions taking place over the course of the three days

February Highlights
(Continued from page 1)
• The American Bar Association to launch their Magna
Carta programme at Houston, TX., meeting
• Multiple lectures across the country: featuring Prof.
Nigel Saul, Prof. David Carpenter, Lord Judge, Sir
Robert Worcester together with University of Virginia
Magna Carta Scholar Prof. Dick Howard
• 2-4th: The four 1215 Magna Carta will be united at the
British Library
• 5th: The four 1215 Magna Carta will be united at
Parliament
• 5-20th: ‘Magna Carta & Parliament’ exhibition to take
place in Parliament – public tours
• 5th: Intelligence Squared to host a panel discussion,
‘Magna Carta, Myth & Meaning’ – featuring Dr David
Starkey, at the Royal Institute of Great Britain
• 23-25th: The Global Law Summit – leading legal minds
will come together to discuss the Rule of Law – more
details below
• 29-31st: Ditchley Foundation: “The Building Blocks
of Democracy: Magna Carta 800th Anniversary
Conference”
• 30th: Lord Cormack to speak as part of the Lincoln
Magna Carta Lecture Series, ‘1215: The year of
Pilgrimage’
• Royal Holloway, University of London, course on
Magna Carta and its Legacy: Six week course available
(free) on understanding of Magna Carta’s history and
significance by leading scholars.
See: www.coursera.org/course/magnacarta
at the Royal Courts of Justice, Temple Church, the Inns
of Court, and at the City of London’s Guildhall Heritage
Gallery (which will include a viewing of the 1297 version of
Magna Carta).
Tickets are still available from www.globallawsummit.com

@globallawsummit #GLS2015
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Magna Carta Books: 2015 Round-Up
The Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemoration Committee has been working with a multitude
of historians and authors working on titles to be released this year. Our aim is to make Magna Carta
accessible to everyone – and titles for 2015 include resources for children, schoolchildren, and adults
studying at an academic level.
Below are just some of the books of 2015 which will commemorate Magna Carta.

Magna Carta: Muse & Mentor

Magna Carta Uncovered,

Following a hugely successful exhibition bearing
the same name, Justice Holland has compiled
this collection of illustrated scholarly essays in
association with the Law Library of Congress in
Washington.

(Hart Publishing)

http://www.loc.gov/shop

Anthony Arlidge and Igor Judge trace
Magna Carta’s influence on documents
in later centuries, up to the drafting of the
Constitution of the United States of America.

Making Our Democracy Work: A
Judge’s View

Anthony Arlidge has been a Queen’s Counsel for over 30
years, and was called upon during a case in 1990 to argue
the meaning of clause 40 of Magna Carta. Igor Judge was
a judge for 25 years and retired as Lord Chief Justice of
England and Wales in 2013.

(Vintage Books)

Available from Amazon and major retailers.

@LawLibCongress

Justice Stephen Breyer’s book discusses the
US Constitution, and the responsibilities of a
Judge in interpreting the clauses of one of the
most influential documents of the present day – which owes
much of its success to the precedents set by Magna Carta.

@hartpublishing

London’s Temple,
(Pitkin)

Available from Amazon and other major retailers.

@vintagebooks

Magna Carta: The Foundaton of
Freedom 1215 –2015.
(Third Millennium Publishing)
In this illustrated volume, Professor Nicholas Vincent of the
University of East Anglia, is joined by a range of leading
experts on Magna Carta from across the world to reflect
on the Charter’s genesis and importance today. By Third
Millennium Publishing, some proceeds from the American Bar
Association commemorative edition shall support the work of
the Magna Carta Trust.

MAGNA CARTA 1215-2015


A>18=6A8558C79>=4B}<0BC4AC74C4<?;427DA27

Temple has good reason to remember
the Great Charter. At the Temple
Church we celebrate some of the
Charter’s heroes. Chief among them
is William the Marshal, buried in the
Church; his effigy still lies here.

This booklet, written by Master of the Temple, Revd. Robin
Griffith-Jones, unites Temple with its ancient heritage. For
more information, visit http://www.templechurch.com/
Available from Amazon and major retailers.

@TempleChurchLDN

Magna Carta Anniversary Book: under Magna Carta
Anniversary Book.com

@Tmiltd
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Magna Carta Books:
2015 Round-Up

BBC marks the 800th
anniversary of Magna
Carta with Taking Liberties
season

(Continued from page 3)

For Children
Happy Anniversary,
Magna Carta!

Magna Carta set limits to the
powers of the monarch, and
established ideals of liberty and justice which have
underpinned British society, the establishment of
Parliamentary democracy and the development of
the legal system in the UK and around the world.

London publishers Guy Fox work
closely with schoolchildren in the
South East of England on projects
to bring history to life. Their children’s educational
resources about Magna Carta are supported by the
Heritage Lottery Fund, and are available on their website:
http://www.guyfox.org.uk/

This landmark moment falls in a General Election
year and the BBC will mark this period with Taking
Liberties – a collection of thought-provoking
new commissions from across the BBC that
will not only explore Magna Carta’s history and
influence but will also examine the current state of
democracy.
The BBC’s season will form part of an extensive
range of events and activities across the country
to mark the anniversary. The BBC has been
working closely with the British Library and the
Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemoration
Committee to develop this collection of
programmes.

@GuyFoxLondon

What on Earth? Wallbook
What on Earth? Wallbooks promote
education through natural curiosity
and adventure. The Wallbook format
turns from reading into a personal
journey of discovery for child readers.
2015 will see the publisher release
a Commemorative Magna Carta
Wallbook. It will trace the key steps that secured liberty
across human history – from even before the Barons of
1215, to the human rights legislation of today.
http://www.whatonearthbooks.com/

@Wallbook
Highlights:
•

Democracy Day on 20th January

Taking Liberties began on 5th January 2015 with
Magna Carta, a major new four-part documentary
series for Radio 4. Melvyn Bragg investigated the
history of our most famous legal document and
told the story of the events and people responsible
for this landmark of our law and personal rights.

•

Magna Carta – why so revolutionary? By Dr. David Starkey
(BBC Two)

•

The Longest War – Women & the fight for Power
(BBC Two)

•

Magna Carta 2.0 (BBC Three)

•

Democrats (BBC Four)

•

Melvyn Bragg’s ‘Magna Carta’ – (BBC Radio Four)

•

A Modern Magna Carta (BBC Radio Four)

For more information on Taking Liberties, see:

•

Horrible Histories on CBBC

http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/mediapacks/magnacarta

•

Broadcasts on BBC World Service and BBC Parliament
04

magnacarta800th.com
Newsletter / Issue 11
January 2015

Magna Carta Projects Round-up
The Magna Carta 800th Anniversary Commemoration Committee financially support more than forty
Magna Carta-themed projects across the country and internationally. A further c.20 bids will also
receive support as part of our Round 4 & 5 applications, to be announced by the end of January.
Here is an update on some of the successful project summaries from previous rounds!

Temple Church: The Road
to the Rule of Law
The Temple is at the heart of legal London. It is home to
the two ancient Inns of Court or colleges of law, Inner and
Middle Temple, and is only yards from the Royal Courts
of Justice. This is the place, above all others, to sense the
fundamental importance, through eight centuries, of the
Rule of Law and of the freedoms that it guarantees.
In an outstanding new exhibition, Temple will celebrate the
Charter, past and present. The Victoria & Albert is lending
four casts of medieval effigies: of William Marshal I and
II, John and Henry III. Further loans and help from Lincoln
Cathedral, Salisbury Cathedral and the National Archives
will transform the Temple’s Round Church into a shrine to
the Great Charter of Liberties.
The exhibition opened on Monday 17th November 2014. It
will be in place throughout 2015 and for the foreseeable
future. For the Church’s special services, lectures and other
events celebrating the Charter, 2014-5, visit
www.templechurch.com.

The Rule of Law Institute
of Australia:
Magna Carta Website
The Magna Carta Committee of the
Rule of Law Institute of Australia
are building a website entitled “The
Legacy of Magna Carta and fundamental liberties” to make
educational material available to all Australians and other
countries of the Commonwealth.
The Legacy of Magna Carta website will explore
fundamental liberties of the individual as they exist in
selected Commonwealth countries today. It will be a
resource for teachers and students to learn about individual
liberties, legal institutions and events that enshrine the
legacy of Magna Carta.
The website will include online interactives and
downloadable print resources for secondary students (aged
12 – 18) who participate in legal or civic courses as part of
their studies. Exploration of fundamental principles of legality
such as checks and balances on the power of government,
and the relationship between the rule of law, democracy
and liberties will highlight the importance of Magna Carta in
contemporary discussions about liberty.
Visit http://www.magnacarta.org.au/ for more information.

05

magnacarta800th.com
Newsletter / Issue 11
January 2015

Magna Carta
Projects Round-up
Royal Holloway:
The Loss of Liberties in
Victorian Art
This exhibition of 11 exceptional paintings from RHUL’s
world-class art collection will celebrate the Magna Carta
800th anniversary. The exhibition will focus on paintings from
the Holloway collection which depict breaches of the human
rights including ‘The Princes in the Tower’, ‘The Railway
Station‘ and ‘The Babylonian Marriage Market.’
The exhibition will explore Victorian attitudes towards the
social issues of their day but will also ask questions about
human rights today. The show will be accompanied by
both adult and family trails as well as open days with drama
performances and art activities for children. Six primary
school workshops will allow children to investigate both the
art collection and the idea of human rights.
Visitors can join in our ‘Write to Rights’ postcard project
and explore their own thoughts about modern day liberties.
Contemporary attitudes to human rights will also be explored
by Royal Holloway’s Media Arts students who are producing
films inspired by the paintings. As well as enhancing access
to the collection, the exhibition and the accompanying
activities will shed new light on the Magna Carta, and its
relevance across the centuries in a range of artistic and
digital formats.

Magna Carta –
lucky to survive
In 1215, Magna
Carta was like
many a newborn in the
Middle Ages:
the odds were
stacked against
its survival. It
was a sickly
baby with
abusive parents.
Those who’d
conceived
it - King John and the barons – abandoned it
within three months, and turned to attack each
other. The Pope even declared it dead and
excommunicated anyone who tried to revive it.
Where does the true importance of Magna Carta lie? Well, it
wasn’t an entirely sickly child. It had a sturdy heart that would
help it live on.
The Charter showed that even a king must obey the law.
Magna Carta doesn’t spell this out. But many of its clauses are
examples of this hallowed principle at work. And too there’s
another jewel, buried in Clause 39 itself. Forget for a moment
its very limited application. What matters is that an immensely
valuable principle was established: arbitrary punishment is
wrong.
Magna Carta wasn’t finished there. It was – and still is – a
living thing. And in next month’s Newsletter, we shall see how
the Great Charter grew up, to become the inspiration for later
generations fighting for freedom and justice.

William Powell Frith’s, The Railway Station.

Derek Taylor’s book ‘Magna Carta in 20 Places’ will be
published in May.
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Magna Carta in
The Index on
Censorship
Magazine
By Rachael Jolley
Quarterly magazine
Index on Censorship
has just published
a 50-page report
Drafting Freedom
To Last: The Magna
Carta’s Past and
Present Influences,
examining the ideas
of freedom and justice
within the document,
and their unexpected global resonance today.
The Magna Carta is widely recognized outside the UK, some
might say it is even better known. In Mexico, they talk about
the “Mexican Magna Carta”, in the US lawyers gather to pay
tribute to its influence on the Bill of Rights and the idea of
a jury of peers, while Syrian writer Mazen Darwish recently
spoke of his hope that one day he could set foot in London
touch “the soul of the city, and discover traces left by …the
men who drafted the Magna Carta”.
In our report we seek the international relevance of this
ancient English document. We also ask writers from around
the world to suggest a modern version of the Magna Carta
for the 21st Century, including Robert McCrum, Ferial
Haffajee, Renata Avila and Danny Sriskandarajah.

Magna Carta Online
Course
Places are still available for Royal
Holloway’s Magna Carta massive online
open course (MOOC). The course is
free, and open to anyone – in the spirit
of Magna Carta. Classes will consist
of lecture videos that are between five
and twelve minutes long. Each week
there will be a quiz, which relates
to the videos and suggested extra
reading. In the final week, you will be
able to undertake a peer-assessed
assignment.
To join the Magna Carta MOOC visit
coursera.org/course/magnacarta

From South Africa, Natasha Joseph examines
accusations of witchcraft and parallel systems of justice
and injustice operating to deal with them. Ritu Menon
tackles the link between land, freedom and power in
India, where she argues that: “any attempt to break free
of oppression is a two steps forward, one step back
exercise”. In India, only nine per cent of women own the
land they till, even though roughly 600 million people
work in farming in India, and of those 80 per cent are
women.
Index is also planning a debate on drafting freedom to
last at the British Library on 2nd February.
Find out more about the report:
www.indexoncensorship.org/magazine
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Small but Lionhearted:
Curry Mallet, Somerset.

Magna Carta Barons
Association: Trowbridge

By Ann Collett
(Secretary of Curry Mallet Magna Carta 800th)

By Peter Sinclair

Rebel baron William Malet was a lone
baron from Somerset in the South-West
of England, and found himself chosen
as one of the 25 sureties to guarantee
King John’s compliance with the terms
of Magna Carta. His main manor was
Curry Mallet.

The arms of William Malet.

Trowbridge Town Council is another enthusiastic
member of the Magna Carta Barons Association (www.
magnacartabarons.info). Trowbridge was the chief manor
of Henry de Bohun, an important rebel baron elected at
Runnymede to ensure King John kept to the terms of Magna
Carta. The de Bohun family shaped the medieval centre of the
town. Little is left of their castle, built in the early 12th Century,
but the market place, granted a charter in 1200, and parts of
the first St James Church have survived.

The Malet line continues in Curry Mallet, which has a
population of only 306. In February 2013 the village was
invited via the Parish Council to be part of the Magna Carta
Barons Association, formed as a partnership of the manors,
or ‘caputs’ represented by the 25 rebel barons. Although one
of the smallest places to be involved in the 800th anniversary
celebrations, Curry Mallet is set to enter the international
stage with an ambitious programme of heritage, educational
and community events and projects, proving that enthusiasm
and community involvement can overcome size limitations!

On 28th February, the Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire will
open the ‘Henry de Bohun and Magna Carta’ exhibition in
Trowbridge Museum, which will feature the town’s newly
acquired facsimile Magna Carta.

Curry Mallet Primary School has not been daunted by the
scale of the anniversary celebrations and, with lottery funding
and local donations and contributions, has imaginative plans
worthy of a school ten times the size. Details of all activities
can be found on the village website, www.currymallet.org

On Sunday 14th June, the bell-ringers at St James Church will
‘Strike a Blow for Democracy’, followed by a special service
and a ‘LiberTea’ in the Park.

A recent exciting development means that Curry Mallet
schoolchildren will participate with other children from
schools in Wiltshire and Dorset in the world premiere of
an especially composed children’s Magna Cantata - to be
performed in Salisbury Cathedral in July 2015.
Visit www.discoversouthsomerset.com to access information
and images portraying the beauty of South Somerset. A
detour to Curry Mallet while visiting the West Country is well
worthwhile; although small, there are history trails to follow, a
Grade I listed Church to explore and a shop/tearoom and pub
with a big welcome for visitors.
One of the lesser known clauses in the Great Charter states
“No village or individual shall be compelled to build a bridge
over a river except those who ancient custom legally obliges
to do so”. Fortunately, Curry Mallet only has a stream!

The next big event will be a prestigious ‘King John and
Magna Carta’ one-day conference, to be held at the Civic
Hall on Saturday 25th April and open to the general public. An
academic book of the presentations will be published, as well
as a booklet about de Bohun and a Magna Carta/Henry de
Bohun trail publication.

A week later, on Saturday 20th June, Trowbridge’s Town Clerk
will depart from Curry Mallet in Somerset on a gruelling 800mile charity bike ride to celebrate 800 years of Magna Carta!
Lance will visit all the Magna Carta Baron towns and villages,
finishing in Alnwick, Northumberland, on Sunday 28th June
(for a detailed itinerary, see www.justgiving.com/lance-allan1
or /lance-allan2).
The main events will be taking place during a three-day
‘Medieval Charter Fayre’ around the Feast of St James,
from Friday 24th to Sunday 26th July. Friday: Town markets,
and a ‘Business Expo’ at the Civic Centre, Saturday: a
Medieval Fayre in the Park, with re-enactments, falconry and
many other activities, and Sunday: jousting, a Town Crier
competition, and a Civic Tea and Service.
The annual ‘Trowbridge in Bloom’ will include a Flower
Festival at St James Church in July, and both will be in the
colours of Henry de Bohun’s coat of arms.
For more information, please contact
andymilroy@blueyonder.co.uk.
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800th Commemorative Merchandise

We have a wide range of Magna Carta 800th
commemorative products available for sale at our exclusive
online shop www.magnacarta800th.com/shop
You are able to purchase single items or large quantities
and our production partners are happy to discuss trade
supplies and co-branding opportunities. A proportion of
the sale from every purchase goes to the Magna Carta
Trust to support the 800th commemoration activities.

Check our Exclusive Magna Carta deal at:
www.radissonblu-edwardian.com/magnacarta

Magna Carta Trails
Bring Magna Carta alive in 2015, and discover the
places with direct relevance to one of the most important
documents in history. All across England there are
locations of extreme importance in the story of Magna
Carta, hosting commemorative events.
Visit www.magnacartatrails.com to see what’s happening near you.
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